Leicestershire Rugby Union - Youth Rugby 

Mini / Midi (U9-U12) Competition Rules and Requirements – 2010/2011
UPDATED TO COVER REVISED FORMAT FOR FINALS DAY – NOVEMBER 2010

1) Organisation and Management of the Competition
a) The Leicestershire Rugby Union (LRU) Youth Committee will organise a competition for age groups U9–U12 administered by the LRU Youth Competition Secretary.
b) All matches shall be played under the RFU Youth Rugby Continuum and will comply with the rules of the Mini / Midi Competition as set out by the LRU Youth Committee except that there will be no conversions where these would  normally apply. 
c) Information regarding the organisation and progress of the LRU Mini / Midi Competition will be produced at regular intervals during the Season and will be published on the LRU web site at www.leicsru.net.

d) The format of the competition will be set in accordance with the number of entries received.

2) Protests, Disputes and Appeals

a) Any matters in dispute or any perceived breach of these rules is to be reported IN WRITING to the LRU Youth Competition Secretary or to the LRU Youth Committee Secretary within 48 hours of the alleged incident.
b) The LRU Youth Competition Secretary has the power to exclude any club or team from the LRU Mini / Midi competitions organised by the LRU if that club or team has not complied with the rules of the Rugby Football Union (RFU) or has not played within the spirit and ethos of the RFU Youth Rugby Continuum.
c) Initial decisions and interpretations on all matters regarding the organisation and management of the competition will be made by the LRU Youth Competition Secretary.

d) There will be an initial informal right of appeal against any such decision to the Chairman of the Youth Section and a further right of formal appeal against his/her rulings to the LRU CBRDP. Any such appeals must be lodged IN WRITING by the appellant club’s Youth Section Chair or CBRDP Chair (as appropriate) at the earliest opportunity and at the latest within 7 days of being notified of any such decision.

3) Membership and Eligibility of Clubs
a) The competition is open to any club in membership of the LRU and the Rugby Football Union - entries are restricted to one team per club.
b) The Youth Competitions Committee may authorise participation by a club in membership of another County's Rugby Union and the Rugby Football Union.
c) It is the intention of the Youth Rugby Committee to provide competitive rugby for as many players as possible. To this end, a club may enter ‘late’ as long as the competition can be adjusted without disproportionate consequences and/or disruption. 
4) Registration and Eligibility of Players

a) Players must be registered with the Club they are representing and be registered on the RFU Rugby First system and have been allocated a valid RFU Player Registration number at least five days prior to the day of the relevant festival.
b) Player’s RFU registration cards must be available on the day of the relevant festival for inspection if requested by a member of the LRU Youth Committee, by a nominated representative of the LRU Youth Committee or by a team coach/manager from the opposition team - failure to produce the requested registration cards will mean that the particular player will be prevented from playing in the relevant festival. A player may not represent a club in the festival final(s) if he/she has, in the same season, represented another club in a preliminary festival nor may he represent more than one age group team for the same club or another club - representation includes substitutes and replacements i.e. players entered onto the team sheet whether they played or not. 
c) All players must play in their correct age groups – the only exception is an official RFU special dispensation which must be produced on the day of the relevant festival.

d) Joint club entries are permitted to allow clubs at a particular age group to raise a team. The players of each club must be registered for their respective club and also be registered with the RFU.
e) Any team found to be in breach of registration rules may be disqualified from the competition for the season in which the breach of rules occurs.
5) Entry Requirements and Dates of Rounds
a) The normal closing date for entries to the LRU Mini / Midi Competition will be the 31st October in order that entries can be finalised before the second meeting of the LRU Youth Committee for the season – entry forms and fees must be returned to the competition organisers by the due date.
b) The LRU Youth Committee will fix the date of each stage of the Mini / Midi Competition and will publish this alongside the LRU Structured Season and Competition dates (shortly after the RFU structured season is published). The initial draw for the Mini / Midi Competition will take place at the second meeting of the LRU Youth Committee for the season - this draw will determine opponents in the preliminary stage of the Mini / Midi Competition – one draw will cover all age groups.
c) The preliminary round will consist of four preliminary festivals - the first four clubs to be drawn shall be the hosting teams for the preliminary rounds – subsequently drawn clubs will be placed in respective groups in order (A then B then C then D) until all clubs have been drawn – should the total number of entries exceed 24 i.e. six clubs per preliminary festival there will be a pre-preliminary competition to reduce the total number to 24.
d) A subsequent draw will be made for the finals day – this will normally be at the fourth meeting of the LRU Youth Committee for the season - each finals day will be an eight team festival.
e) If there is a late entry to the competition the schedule will be adjusted accordingly and clubs will be notified - a late entry will only be permitted if the competition can be adjusted without disproportionate consequences and/or disruption (and the total number of original entries is less than 24). 
6) Entry Fees and Deposits
a) Entry to the competition is subject to a single non-refundable £25 entry fee per club.
b) A £25 deposit is also required for each age group entered – this deposit will be in the form of a cheque per age group which will be banked if the deposit is forfeit (see below) – non-forfeit deposit cheques will be destroyed at the end of the season.
c) Individual AGE GROUP deposits will be forfeit in the event of an age group failing to comply with the rules and requirements of the competition including but not restricted to playing ineligible players, failure to prepare and submit team sheets, failure to produce player registration cards and failure to provide a suitably qualified referee.
d)  All AGE GROUP deposits will be forfeit in circumstances where the club as a whole fails to comply with the rules and requirements of the competition including but not restricted to repeated age group offences as described above and failure to submit entry forms and fees to agreed timescales, 
e) Initial decisions on the forfeit of deposits will be made by the LRU Youth Competitions Secretary. There will be an initial right of appeal against any such decision to the Chairman of the Youth Section and a further right of appeal against his/her ruling to the LRU CBRDP. Any such appeals must be lodged by the Youth Section Chairman or Senior Committee Chair (as appropriate) at the earliest opportunity and at the latest within 7 days of being notified of a lost deposit.
7) Competition Format

a) The competition will consist of a preliminary round consisting of four festivals followed by a single finals day – if more than 24 teams enter there will be a pre-preliminary round to get down to 24 teams.
b) The match duration for Under 9/10s is 6 mins per half and for Under 11/12s the match duration is 7 mins per half. The preliminary round will consist of four mini-festivals operating on a league basis where the precise format will depend on the numbers in the group(s).

c) A win will be worth 2 points, a draw will be worth 1 point and a defeat will be worth 0 points
d) The winner of each league will be the club with the most points – in the case of a tie league positions will be determined by points difference – should the position still result in a tie, league positions will be decided on most points scored then least points conceded then on the result(s) between the two sides - should the above not provide an outcome the league positions will be decided on the toss of a coin.    
e) The four preliminary festivals will each identify a 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in each age group – the 1st and 2nd teams in each age group will qualify for the CUP/BOWL FINAL and the 3rd and 4th teams will qualify for the SHIELD/PLATE FINAL.
f) There will be a new draw for the finals day which will consist of two knock out competitions – one for the CUP/BOWL and one for the SHIELD/PLATE - the format of the SHIELD/PLATE competition will be revised if numbers are reduced. The four winners from the quarter final stage of each knock out competition will go forward into the semi-finals of the ‘higher’ competition. The four losers from the quarter final stage (or revised format) will go forward into the semi-finals of the ‘’lower’ competition.
g) No extra time will be played at any stage of the competition. In the event of a tie at any stage in the finals day knock out competition the winner will be determined as the team that scored the first try in that match – if the match ends with a 0-0 score the winner will be determined on the toss of a coin except in the final where the trophy will be shared. 
8) Competition Responsibilities – Preliminary Festivals
a) Responsibility for organising the preliminary mini-festivals will sit with the ‘host club’. The LRU Youth competitions team will provide a running order and format for the day. Members of the LRU Youth committee may attend in a support capacity but this cannot be guaranteed and should not be relied upon.

b) With regard to player registration, a team sheet listing the intended squad must be submitted by each participating club to the LRU Youth competitions secretary (youth-comps@leicsru.net) 14 days prior to the preliminary festival taking place. The LRU Youth competitions team will review it and advise if any listed players are ineligible – any ineligible players must be removed from the squad and no replacements will be permitted where ineligible players have been put forward. 
c) Final team sheets should be submitted on the day of the festival to the host club’s representative who will pass them to the LRU Competitions Secretary who will subsequently check for consistency with the previous submission and for the legitimacy of any changes – changes may only be made for injury or illness or newly registered players (registered within five days of the relevant festival – the reason for the change and who is replacing who should be clear on the form. 
d) With regard to player eligibility, challenges regarding the eligibility of any player on the day e.g. on the grounds of age or registration, must be made before the start of any game and if that team is unable to provide definitive proof of age for that player he/she must be withdrawn for the rest of the festival.
e) The host club must ensure that appropriate first aid facilities are provided.

f) With regard to any disputes arising on the day the Youth Section Chairman of the host club will be the final arbiter – the normal procedure will apply to raise a dispute after the festival. 
9) Competition Responsibilities – Finals Day

a) Responsibility for organising the finals day(s) will sit with the LRU Youth Competitions team working in partnership with the host clubs.
b) With regard to player registration, a team sheet listing the intended squad must be submitted by each participating club to the LRU Youth competitions secretary (youth-comps@leicsru.net) 14 days prior to finals day. The LRU Youth competitions secretary will review it and advise if any listed players are ineligible – any ineligible players must be removed from the squad and no replacements will be permitted where ineligible players have been put forward. 

c) Final team sheets should be submitted on the day of the festival to the LRU team who will check for consistency with the previous submission and for the legitimacy of any changes – changes may only be made for injury or illness or newly registered players (registered within five days of the relevant festival) – the reason for the change and who is replacing who should be clear on the form. 
d) With regard to player eligibility, challenges regarding the eligibility of any player on the day e.g. on the grounds of age or registration, must be made before the start of any game and if that team is unable to provide definitive proof of age for that player he/she must be withdrawn for the rest of the festival.
e) The host club must ensure that appropriate first aid facilities are provided.

f) With regard to any disputes arising on the day the LRU Youth Competitions Secretary will be the final arbiter – the normal procedure will apply to raise a dispute after the festival. 
10) Squad size, Player numbers and Match durations
a) The squad size for Under 9/10s is 13 with a team of 9, for Under 11s the squad size is 17 with a team of 12 and for Under 12s the squad size is 17 with a team of 13.
b) The match duration for Under 9/10s is 6 mins per half and for Under 11/12s the match duration is 7 mins per half. No extra time can be played in any circumstance.
11) Venues
a) The venue for the preliminary mini-festivals will be the host clubs ground unless agreed otherwise by the LRU Youth Competition Secretary.

b) The LRU Youth Competition Secretary reserves the right to organise the match at another ground in the event of an unfit pitch at the originally designated host club. 
c) All pitches used in the Mini / Midi Competition will be roped off with no access onto the playing area except for the participating players and the match officials. A club official may be allowed inside the ropes as a ‘sponge person’. Team coaches and managers should refrain from wandering up & down the touch line and should be encouraged to stay in the technical area. The technical area is defined as being a space at the side of the pitch 7 metres either side of the halfway line of the pitch. 
d) Clubs are responsible for the behaviour of spectators and in the event of serious misbehaviour, clubs may be removed from the competition.
e) The LRU Youth Committee will decide the dates for the preliminary festivals and for the finals of the Mini / Midi competition taking into account the RFU Youth Structured Season.
f) The LRU Youth Committee will decide the venues for the finals of the Mini / Midi competition. 
12) Referees 
a) All clubs will be required to provide a referee for the matches indicated in the programme / running order and in line with RFU guidelines these referees must have attended an appropriate referee training course.

b) Referees may be asked to provide documentary evidence of their refereeing qualification 

c) Failure to provide a suitably qualified referee may lead to a lost deposit age group deposit.
13) Kit

a) In the event of Clubs having similar colours, the team listed on the left of the running order shall change its colours (often best achieved by turning existing shirts inside out).

Dave Marsden / Malcolm Eames

LRU (Joint) Youth Competitions Secretary

8th November 2010
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