L.R.U. COUNTY CUP COMPETITIONS

RULES

1. Description and Form

(a) The Rules contained herein shall apply to the Leicestershire Rugby Union County Cup, the County Bowl and the County Shield.

(b) The County Cup Competition shall be called “The Leicestershire Rugby Union County Cup Competition”.  The winning Club shall receive and retain for one year the County Cup. This to be returned to the Competition Sub-Committee of the Union (hereinafter called the “Organising Committee”), by the following season’s Semi-Final.

(c) All matches in the Competition shall be played under the laws of Rugby Union Football and shall comply with the Byelaws Resolutions of the Rugby Football Union and the Rules of the Leicestershire Rugby Union (hereinafter called “the Union”).

(d) The winner of the County Bowl competition shall receive and retain for one year the County Bowl.  This to be returned to the Organising Committee by the following season’s Semi-Final.

(e) The winner of the County Shield competition shall receive and retain for one year the County Shield.  This to be returned to the Organising Committee by the following season’s Semi-Final.

2. Organising Committee

(a) The Competitions, which shall be knockout competitions, shall be organised by the Organising Committee.

(b) The Organising Committee will appoint for each semi-final and the Final of the County Cup an Observer to ensure compliance with the rules of the Competition. Prior to the kick-off each club will hand him a team sheet of the players and replacements representing it in each match concerned.

3. Eligibility

(a) Clubs:

The Competitions shall be open to the First XV of all Clubs at level 5 and below in Membership within the Union, subject to the payment of any specified entry fee, payment of the Union’s Annual Subscription, submission of the latest Annual Accounts, and agreement to be bound by these rules.

(b) The eligibility of Clubs to enter the County Competitions will be determined each season by the Organising Committee.
(c) Players:

(1) If the club is playing in the English Clubs Championship, then only players that are registered for that competition may represent it in any County Cup Competition.  

(2) If the Club is not playing in the English Clubs Championship then only bona fide regular playing members of that Club may represent it in the County Cup Competition.

(3) No player registered under the RFU Registration of Players Regulation for a Club outside Leicestershire may represent a Club in the Competition.

(4) A player whose registration for the English Clubs Championship is held by a Club in membership of the Union is not eligible to play for another Club in any of the Union’s Cup Competitions. 
4. Draw and Date of Rounds

(a) The entry date shall be determined each year by the Organising Committee subject to the approval of the Management Committee.

(b) The dates of each round shall be determined by the Organising Committee, subject to the approval of the Management Committee.

(c) The draw for the first and second rounds shall be made within ten days of the entry date.

(d) After the first two rounds the draw for each succeeding round will be made within four days of the date fixed for the proceeding round.

(e) The first named club to be drawn in a match shall be considered the Home Team.

(f) The date determined by the Organising Committee for any game will only be changed if a participating Club is required to play in a National League or Cup game on that date.
5. Entry Fee

The entry fee for each Club shall be determined each year by the Organising Committee subject to approval of the Management Committee of the Union.

6. Venues

(a) Up to and including the semi-finals the venue of a match shall be the ground of the Home Team, unless otherwise mutually agreed by the two Clubs concerned

(b) The venue of the Final of the County Cup shall be determined by the Organising Committee, subject to approval of the Management Committee of the Union.

(c) The Final of the County Bowl shall be held at a neutral venue to be determined by the Organising Committee.

(d) The venue for the Final of the County Shield shall be determined by the spin of a coin between the two Finalists.

7. Drawn Matches

In all rounds, if after forty minutes of play each way the scores are level there shall be an immediate period of replay between the same teams of ten minutes each way, with a one-minute interval. If the scores are then still equal, the team that has scored the most tries shall go forward into the next round. If this does not produce a result, the team that has scored the most goals from tries shall go forward into the next round. If the scores still be equal, the tries still be equal and the goals from tries still be equal, the Visiting or Away team shall go forward into the next round.

8. Referees and Touch Judges

(a) Referees for all matches and Touch judges for the Semi-finals and Finals shall be appointed by the Leicestershire Society of Rugby Union Referees.

(b) Up to and including the Quarter-Finals each participating Club shall be responsible for providing its own competent Touch Judge.

(c) The Club of the Home Team shall be responsible for confirming the match arrangements with the appointed Referee, and Touch Judges if appropriate.

9. Replacements

Four Replacements are permitted in each round of the Competitions.

In all rounds other than the final of the Competitions, Clubs should have a replacement or other player on the field capable of playing in the front row of the scrum. If on the first occasion replacement front row is required and that club cannot provide such the referee will order the game abandoned and the side without front row cover will be deemed to have lost the match. If after the first replacement of a front row player has occurred and subsequent replacement is needed and none available, then the game shall be abandoned and then irrespective of the number of minutes played, the Organising Committee may determine the result of the match or that Committee may order the match replayed.

If a front row player has been replaced and subsequently the replacement is “sin-binned”, if no further front row cover exists on the bench, then the replaced player if capable of resuming, can be exchanged for another player for the proscribed period. However, in the event that he cannot, then for the respective ten-minute period the game will continue with passive scrums. In the event of a player being sent-off and the original front row player cannot resume in exchange for another team member, then the offending side will be deemed to have lost the match.

If a front row player has been replaced and subsequently the replacement is “blood-binned”, if no further front row cover exists on the bench, then the replaced player if capable of resuming, can be exchanged for another player for the proscribed period. However, in the event that he cannot, then for the respective fifteen-minute period the game will continue with passive scrums. If after that period the player can not return then the match (except the Final) will be abandoned and then, irrespective of the number of minutes played, the Organising Committee may determine the result of the match or that Committee may order the match replayed.

In the final of the Competitions, Clubs should have a replacement or other player on the field capable of playing in the front row of the scrum. If after the first replacement of a front row player has occurred and a subsequent replacement is needed and none available, then the game shall continue to conclusion with ”passive” scrumages.

10. Colours and Identification

(a) In the event of Clubs having similar or clashing colours the Home Team shall be responsible for changing its colours.

(b) The jerseys of Teams competing in the Competition shall all be correctly numbered to ensure correct identification of all players and replacements during a match.

11. Postponed and Abandoned Matches

(a) If conditions prevent a match being played. it shall be played before the date of the next round on a day to be agreed between the two clubs concerned and approved by the Organising Committee, or failing agreement it shall be played as directed by the Organising Committee.
(b) If the game is abandoned for any reason then the Organising Committee will determine whether a team can be declared the winner ir whether the ame will be replayed – see section 11(a) above.

(c) In the event of the Home Club’s pitch not being in a condition to allow the match to be played, the Home Club must look to obtain an alternative venue. If a suitable venue is not found the Organising Committee reserves the right to switch the match to an alternative venue.

(d) If one team leads its opposition by 40 points or more then the tie will be concluded and the score will stand as the match result.   

12. Kick-offs and Delayed Arrivals

All matches shall start at the time stipulated by the Organising Committee and any delay may be reported by the non-offending Club to the Organising Committee.

13. Notification of Results

It is the responsibility of the Home Team’s Club immediately after a match to telephone the result thereof to Russell’s news agency or such other agency as may from time to time be appointed to record and collate results, and if so directed by the Organising Committee to confirm the same within twenty four hours to any Rugby Union Official designated by the Organising Committee either in writing or by telephone as may be stipulated. 

14. Grounds

(a) All grounds must conform to the standards required by the Organising Committee from time to time.

(b) A Home Team’s Club or any other Club hosting a match shall be responsible for correctly and clearly marking its pitch and it must make proper provision to ensure that (with the exception of the Touch Judges) all spectators, replacements and officials are kept at a reasonable distance from the field of play.

(c) Failure to segregate all spectators, replacements and officials from the playing area will result in the Referee refusing to start or continue the game until the home Club takes appropriate remedial action.  In the event that the home Club do not or are unable to comply with this requirement, the Referee will decline to continue.  In the event of this situation arising the Organising Committee will be advised and will determine which of the participating Clubs caused the situation to arise. The non-offending Club will be awarded the tie. 

(d) When a late decision as to the fitness of a ground for the playing of a match is necessary, it shall be made by the respective Captains of the Clubs involved, but if the Captains are not able to agree the decision shall be made by the appointed Referee.

15. Finance

(a) Up to and including the Semi-Finals the Home Team’s Club shall be responsible for all match arrangements and shall be entitled to retain any gate money, programme sales and all bar receipts. The visiting or Away Team’s Club shall be responsible for its travelling costs.

(b) At the Finals the Club on whose ground the match is played shall be responsible for all match arrangements and shall account to the Union for all gate money and programme sales less match expenses. It shall be entitled to retain all bar receipts. Each Club concerned shall be responsible for its own travelling costs.

(c) Admission charges for the Finals shall be fixed each year by the Organising Committee subject to the approval of the Management Committee of the Union.

16. Protests, Disputes and Transgressions

(a) Any matters in dispute or any transgressions of these rules shall be referred immediately to the Honorary Chairman of the Competitions Sub Committee by telephone if necessary provided confirmation in writing follows within twenty-four hours.

(b) Without prejudice to the powers of the Rugby Football Union, the powers of the Union or the delegation of powers to Constituent Bodies under Rugby Football Union Bye-Law 13(d), the Organising Committee shall have the power to expel or suspend any Club from the Competition or to impose a fine or such other penalty as it considers appropriate on any Club for a breach of these Rules.

(c) Where any party having an interest in the matter is aggrieved by any decision of the Committee taken pursuant to Rule 16 (b) above it shall have the right to appeal or request a review of that decision by an Appeals Panel by so notifying the Secretary of the Leicestershire Rugby Union in writing within 48 hours of the decision of the Committee being communicated to it giving full details as to why such appeal or request for a review is being made and supplying full documentary evidence upon which it wishes to rely. In addition a fee of £25 is payable within 48 hours thereafter (it being within the discretion of the Appeals Panel whether such payment should be refunded if the appeal is upheld.).
(d) The Appeals Panel will be appointed by the Leicestershire Rugby Union and will be chaired by a member of the Union Management Committee, together with at least three representatives of Clubs in membership of the Union.

(e) The Appeals Panel will be able to deal with any appeal or request for a review made pursuant to Rule 16 (b) above in such manner and utilising such procedure as it in its absolute discretion may decide. The Appeals Panel shall have regard to the Rules of Natural Justice, The Human Rights Act and the interests of all parties concerned in any decision against which an appeal or call for a review has been lodged, and is empowered to decide whether or not it should hold a hearing, the time and place of any hearing, the nature of the evidence it would wish to be adduced, the burden of proof required, who (if anybody) should be invited to appear at any hearing (which may at the Appeals Panel’s discretion have in attendance one or more members of the Committee to advise it) and how and when any decision it takes should be acted upon. The decision of the Appeals Panel is final.
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